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Snow Storm Delays Change of Watch Brunch by Rachel Cunningham 

A powerful snow storm forced a one week postponement of the Change of Watch Brunch, resulting in the annual start-of-

the-year event being rescheduled from Super Bowl Sunday to Valentine’s Day. As a result, 130 members and guests 

attended the Brunch, which was considerably more than had R.S.V.P.’d for the original date. 

The purpose of the Change of Watch Brunch is to recognize the Flag Officers and Trustees for the coming year. The 

M.R.Y.C. Flag Officers for 2010 are as follows: Commodore – Ned Thomson, Vice Commodore – Jack Woods, Rear 

Commodore – Mike Cunningham, and Fleet Captain – Nancy Wagner.   

The election of Nancy Wagner as Fleet Captain is deserving of special recognition.  Nancy is the first female elected to 

serve as an M.R.Y.C. Flag Officer in the 111 year history of the Club. 

The new M.R.Y.C. Trustees elected by the membership are as follows:  Hope Lauria – 3 year term; Mike Gianforte – 1 year 

term;  Keith Kernan – 3 year term ; Pat Walsh – 2 year term; Jim Walsh – 2 year term. They join Secretary – June Kingman 

and Treasurer – Rick Brown. 

The outgoing Officers and Trustees are as follows: Immediate Past Commodore – Carl Nordell, Nancy Ehrola, Chris 

Bryant, and Doug Emich. 

Ned Thomson succeeded Rob Zilai as Commodore. In keeping with M.R.Y.C. tradition, Ned presented Past Commodore 

Zilai with a beautiful painted wooden chair (see accompanying photo) bearing the Club burgee and Rob’s name and years of 

service as Commodore.  In addition, newly elected Vice Commodore Jack Woods presented Commodore Thomson with a 

gift, and Sandi Thomson presented a gift to Debbie Zilai. 

The delicious Brunch was prepared by 

our co-team chefs, Ron Boedart and Phil 

Beisel, with the capable assistance of 

Wayne Patterson, Win Miller, Dick 

Carton, Rob Zilai, Ned Thomson, Jack 

Woods, Mike Cunningham, Nancy 

Wagner, Don Loughran and Debbie Zilai. 

Buffet service was made possible by 

Marge Heinrich, Lynn Miller, Carol 

Patterson, Sandi Thomson, Kim Barry, 

Cheryl Cook, Laurie Cummins, Veronica 

Gallagher, Melanie Flynn, and Evan and 

Christian Thomson. Pat and Gary Walsh 

decorated the tables with colorful 

primrose and Valentine’s Day candy 

hearts.  Thanks to all our volunteers for 

making this a wonderful event. 

 

 

Pictured from left to right: Ned Thomson, Jack Woods, Mike Cunningham, 

Rob Zilai in his new chair and Nancy Wagner 



 

A crowd of 80 sailors from a wide variety of New Jersey yacht clubs, as well as some adventurous guests who 

hailed from the Eastport Yacht Club in Annapolis, MD, enjoyed cocktails and hors d'oeuvres with Gary before 

listening to his presentation. Gary began his presentation by suggesting a variety of measures designed to encour-

age participation in the sport of sailing. Next, Gary solicited questions from his audience. Each member of the au-

dience who asked a question began by introducing himself and stating his yacht club affiliation. Gary has appeared 

at M.R.Y.C. previously, and his return to M.R.Y.C. was especially significant for New Jersey sailors because Gary 

started sailing as a youth on the Toms River. Gary’s Jersey Shore roots became evident when he noted that he had 

sailed at every yacht club which was named. Gary also greeted many members of his audience by first name.   

Gary concluded his presentation with photos and comments regarding the history of the America’s Cup as well as 

the most recent contest between BMW/Oracle and Alinghi in Valencia, Spain. Gary’s appearance took place the 

evening before the third scheduled race of the 33rd America’s Cup. ESPN had been covering the 2010 America’s 

Cup live, which meant a 3:45 a.m. start for Gary on race days. Gary noted that the first scheduled race was post-

poned after the 11 knot breeze in Valencia was determined by the Race Committee to be too strong for the com-

petitors, and the second scheduled race was postponed after the 10 to 14 knot breeze was felt to be insufficient, 

and he expressed great hope that the Race Committee would soon find the conditions to be satisfactory. (Hours 

after his appearance at M.R.Y.C., Gary got his wish and was live on ESPN360.com as BMW/Oracle won the first 

of its two victories, ultimately reclaiming the America’s Cup for the United States.) 

Gary’s appearance at the M.R.Y.C. was arranged by our own James Walsh, who is a member of the Board of Di-

rectors of U.S. Sailing.  

GARY JOBSON APPEARS AT M.Y.R.C. by Mike Cunningham 

On the evening of February 11, 2010, Gary Jobson braved the remnants of a snow-

storm which had paralyzed the Mid-Atlantic region and took a few hours out of his 

busy schedule as commentator for ESPN’s live coverage of the 33rd America’s Cup 

to visit the Manasquan River Yacht Club. Gary recently began a three year term as 

President of U.S. Sailing, and his appearance at M.R.Y.C. was part of a nationwide 

tour he has undertaken in that capacity in an effort to share his vision of how he 

would like to improve the governing body of the sport of sailing. Gary is also seek-

ing input on how to strengthen the partnership with yacht clubs and regional gov-

erning bodies like yacht racing associations.   

A Message from our New Commodore, Ned Thomson 

I would like to thank all those who were able to come to the Change of Watch 
Breakfast. For those who could not make it, we hope to see you at another 
event.  

As we begin a new year, we encourage all to come to the club and enjoy the 
facilities. We respectfully remind you to treat the club as you would your own 
home. Our true enjoyment and the family experience will be enhanced by 
your participation in the volunteer organization that we call Manasquan River 
Yacht Club. 

We hope to find everyone in good health and look forward to seeing you 
around the club, whether it’s poolside, on the docks, or on the tennis courts. 

Commodore, Ned Thomson 

Photo courtesy of US Sailing 



 

 

 Sailing Education Seminar  

Presented by Ron LeNeve 

7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. at M.R.Y.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part I: Tuesday, March 23rd—Basic Skills: Sail Trim and Steering 

Crew organization; assigning tasks; fear and how to deal with it; “forehandedness” 

 Part II:  Tuesday, April 6th*—Upwind Sail Trim and Performance 

How boats work: wind, sails and basic aerodynamics; trim fundamentals and sail controls; how the sails 
should look; helm balance, speed, and pointing; power and depowering; sail selection; tacking 

Part III:  Tuesday, April 13th*—Downwind Sailing 

Under mainsail and jib; how the sails should look; spinnakers, different types and how to trim; jibing 

FREE to All MRYC Members 

R.S.V.P. with Jayne at 732.528.6792 or office@mryc.org by March 18th  

Attendance on all three dates not required,  

but please advise Jayne which dates you’ll be attending 

 

*Please note change in 2 dates, which were made after printing of February newsletter    

 

Photo taken by Win Miller on January 24, 2010  

MRYC Pram Frostbite Race 



 

 

30th ANNUAL BBYRA COMMODORES’ BALL  

Hosted by Manasquan River Yacht Club 
 

Saturday, June 5, 2010 

6:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 

Cocktails, Silent Auction, Dinner, Live Music 

Proceeds to Benefit BBYRA 

 
 

 

MRYC is hosting the Barnegat Bay Yacht Racing Association Commodores’ Ball on Saturday, 

June 5, 2010. This traditional event raises funds for Barnegat Bay Yacht Racing Association 

programs, such as race management and racing events, junior sailing, and supporting area 

Olympic youth hopefuls. Officers from area clubs, race officials, as well as sailors and non-

sailing members alike will gather to enjoy an elegant evening of cocktails, dinner, dancing, 

and a silent auction.  

 MRYC has always been one of the top financial producers for this event. We are fortunate 

to have many generous members who consistently come forward with support. We are so-

liciting for donations for the auction. Auction items from previous balls include, without 

limitation, original art, sculpture and prints, boating cruises, use of vacation homes, jewelry, 

restaurant and store gift certificates, gift baskets, sporting and theater tickets, business ser-

vices, new merchandise, antiques and Jersey Shore memorabilia.  

 Please contact Sandi Thompson or June Kingman with any questions about donations. A tax 

receipt will be provided to you. BBYRA is a registered non-profit charitable (CH0765700) or-

ganization that is exempt from taxation under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue 

Code (Tax ID 22-6049570). Contributions to BBYRA are deductible to the extent permitted 

under Section 170 of the Code. 

 We hope you will donate, and we look forward to seeing you at the Commodores’ Ball. 



 

Italian Night  

Authentic Italian Cuisine  

Saturday, March 20, 2010  
  6:30 p.m.  

Music and Dancing 
Wine and beer included 
 BYOB setups provided  

$25 per person 
Guests welcome 

Club casual attire 

ME�U 
 

Antipasto table 

Caesar salad 

Pesto crepes with toasted pine nuts 

Eggplant Provencal 

Chicken with artichoke sauce  

& sun-dried tomatoes 

Pasta station a la Beisel 

Specially selected desserts 

Coffee 

R.S.V.P. to Sharon Starkey by March 15th at: 732.722.8122 

Advance payment by check required. 

Make checks payable to:  “MRYC Women's Auxiliary” 

Mail to: S. Starkey, 639 Holly Hill Drive, Brielle, �J 08730 

Prepared by House Chefs 

Hosted by Women’s Auxiliary 



 

Children over 2 years of age, $8  

Please pay at the door 

RSVP: Brenda Fuller  

732-528-7230 

 Brebob121@aol.com 

Junior Entertainment Presents 

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt & Party!The Annual Easter Egg Hunt & Party!The Annual Easter Egg Hunt & Party!The Annual Easter Egg Hunt & Party!    

Sunday, March 28th  

1pm until 2:30 pm 

Bring a camera to take  

pictures with a Special Visitor 

Don’t forget your Easter Baskets 



 

Featuring  

long-sleeved tees  

$25.00 

Pigment-dyed colors:   

Mustard, Nautical Red 

& Blue 

Sizes S-XL 

(unisex sizes) 

Also featuring  

Full-zip hoodies  

$40.00 

Pigment-dyed colors:   

Brick, Denim, Mocha & 

Smoke 

Sizes S-XL 

(unisex sizes) 

Jack Tassini's handbook designs were the inspiration for these great new items!  Thank you Jack!   

Contact Lorene Colon 732-722-7103 or lorene624@hotmail.com  



 

 

Friday, February 26th  7:00 p.m.—Game Night  

Sunday, March 7th 12:00 p.m.—Pram Frostbite Race 

Tuesday, March 9th 7:00 p.m.—Book Club Meeting 

Saturday, March 20th 6:30 p.m.—Italian Night 

Sunday, March 21st 11:30 a.m.—Pram Frostbite Race 

Tuesday, March 23rd 7:00 p.m.—Sailing Education Seminar, Part I 

Thursday, March 25th 7:00 p.m.—D&H Meeting 

Sunday, March 28th 1:00 p.m.—Easter Egg Hunt and Party 

Tuesday, April 6th 7:00 p.m.—Sailing Education Seminar, Part II 

Tuesday, April 13th 7:00 p.m.—Sailing Education Seminar, Part III 

Saturday, April 17th 8:30 a.m.—D&H, House & Grounds Spring Clean-Up 

Sunday, April 18th 10:00 a.m.—Pram Frostbite Race 

Saturday, May 1st—Cinco de Mayo Party  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date for our 
fifth MRYC fiesta. 
Great food, lotsa drinks, 
good music. We got this 
party figured out. 

Saturday, May 1, 2010 

Cinco De Mayo 



 

Manasquan River Yacht Club,  “River Views” 

Rachel Cunningham, Editor ...  Jayne Droge, Associate Editor  

OPTI FOR SALE Great shape, used one season $2,000, all the good stuff to go with it, sail, 

cover, etc. Call Al Bessemer, Jr. at 732-528-0408 

WANTED: CLUB 420 please contact Keith Kernan at 732-501-1584 or kwkslk@aol.com 

Our deepest condolences to the Dennin Family on the passing of Bart’s mother, Elizabeth Jane Dennin, on 12/23/09 

Club Event Reservations and Cancellations 

In consideration of our wonderful volunteers 
that work so hard to plan and coordinate our 
many events throughout the year, please call 
or e-mail your reservations prior to the cut-
off date.  Also, please keep in mind, that 
there is a 24-hour window to cancel your 
reservation (baring any emergency), to pre-
vent your account from being charged if you 
are unable to attend an event you committed 
to. Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation with this important matter.  

Classifieds 

A Message from our Fleet Captain… 

The bond/slip letters will be mailed out soon, please reply as soon as possible with appropriate 
documentation (i.e. insurance and registration) so that slip assignments can be properly allocated. 

 
    

    

    

    

Next meeting, Mar. 9, 7Next meeting, Mar. 9, 7Next meeting, Mar. 9, 7Next meeting, Mar. 9, 7----9:30 pm 9:30 pm 9:30 pm 9:30 pm features In Defense of Food by Michael Pollen.  Pollen's bracing 

and eloquent manifesto shows us how we can start making thoughtful food choices that will  

enrich our lives, enlarge our sense of what it means to be healthy, and bring pleasure back to  

eating.   http://www.michaelpollan.com/indefense.php 

RSVP with Sharon Borgatti.   scborgatti@gmail.com  

 Message from our Office Manager… 
 

 
Please be sure to notify the office 
of any change of address or 
email.  Also, please remember to 
check your email regularly for 
Club updates and/or changes to 
event schedules.  Don't forget to 
return your "Club Update" for the 
Handbook. 



 

Manasquan River Yacht Club 

P.O. Box 325 

Brielle, NJ 08730 

 

GAME NIGHT 

Friday, February 26th  

7:00-10:00 p.m. 

Got Cabin Fever yet? Let’s kick the winter “blahs” and play 

Poker, Scrabble and 80’s Trivial Pursuit  

Soup and Sandwiches; B.Y.O.B. 

Please let us know if  you will be bringing an appetizer or dessert 

FREE for members ($10.00 for guests) 

Reservations to Jayne 732.528.6792  or office@mryc.org by 2/23 


